Skeletal muscular changes in Pena-Shokeir sequence.
Histologic examination of the skeletal muscles in 8 fetuses and newborn patients with the Pena-Shokeir sequence revealed only minor nonspecific changes which could not be ascribed to any of the well defined myopathies. Muscle fiber diameters were increased in 2 out of 5 patients examined. No significant malformations of inner organs were found at autopsy. It is concluded that fetal hypokinesia due to skeletal muscular lesions might be responsible for both the pulmonary hypoplasia and the deformations of the face and extremities in all cases of this investigation.